
RogeR of Hoveden:
The fall of Jerusalem, 1187

Hoveden provided a political narrative explaining the loss of Jerusalem to Saladin in 1187
1186
In the same year, Constance, the countess of Brittany, daughter of earl Conan, whom geoffrey, earl of Brit-
tany, her husband, had left pregnant at the time of his decease, was delivered of her eldest son on the holy 
night of easter, and his name was called Arthur. . In the same year, Baldwin, the boy-kin- of Jerusalem, son of 
William le Marchis, departed this life, and was succeeded in the kingdom by his mother Sibylla, by hereditary 
right; but before she was crowned, a divorce was effected between her and guido de Lusignan, her husband, 
by the Patriarch Heraclius and the Templars and Hospitallers, who wished her to marry Walran, earl of 
Tripolis, or some nobleman of the principal people of the land of Jerusalem; she, however, by a wonderful 
piece of cunning, deceived them, saying: » If a divorce takes place between me and my husband, I wish you to 
make me sure, by your promises and oaths, that whomsoever I shall make choice of you will choose for your 
head and lord.»
Accordingly, after they had go done, they led her into the Temple, and the before-named- Patriarch crowned 
her; shortly after which, when all were offering up their prayers that god the Lord Almighty would provide 
a fitting king for that land, the before-named queen took the royal crown in her hands, and placed it on the 
head of guido de Lusignan her husband, saying, » I make choice of thee as king, and as my lord, and as lord. 
of the land of Jerusalem, for those whom god hath joined together, let not man put asunder.»
At these words all stood in amazement, but on account of the oath which they had made, no one dared op-
pose her, and the Patriarch, approaching, anointed him king; and then, divine service having been celebrat-
ed, the Templars escorted the king and queen to their abode, and provided for them a sumptuous entertain-
ment. The earl of Tripolis, however, vexed and sorrowful that the queen had rejected him, went to Saladin, 
king of Babylon, and, entering into an alliance with him, devised many evils for the destruction of the king 
and queen. Saladin, however, requested that the truce before-mentioned, which he had made until the ensu-
ing easter, should be prolonged for the three years next ensuing; to which proposition king guido, by the ad-
vice of the Templars, assented, although it was evident to him that there would shortly come a vast number of 
pilgrims, both from england and other kingdoms, in consequence of the preaching of the Patriarch. Accord-
ingly, after easter, there came to Jerusalem an immense multitude of men-at-arms and other pilgrims; but as 
the truce had been prolonged, -very few of them chose to remain. However, Roger de Mowbray and Hugh de 
Beauchamp remained there in the service of god.
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In the same year, Saladin, king of Babylon, with an immense multitude of his Turks, on pretext of the dis-
union which existed between the king and the earl of Tripolis, entered the land of Jerusalem; on which the 
brethren of the Temple and of the Hospital went forth against him with a great multitude of people, and on 
an engagement taking place between them, the army of the Pagans prevailed against the Christians, on which 
the latter betook themselves to flight, and many of them were slain and many taken prisoners. on the same 
day also, being the calends of May, sixty brethren of the Temple, and the grand Master of the Hospital, to-
gether with sixty brethren of his house, were slain.
Saladin, on gaining this great victory, attacked and took a considerable number of the castles, cities, and 
fortresses of the Christians; after which, returning to his own country, he levied a great army, and, by the 
advice, it is said, of the earl of Tripolis, who was an enemy to the king entered the territory of Jerusalem, on 
the friday after the feast of the Apostles Saint Peter and Saint Paul, with eight hundred thousand men or 
more; on which he took Tiberias, with the exception of the keep of the castle, to which place the lady of the 
castle had retreated, together with a few knights. on king guido being informed of this, by the advice of the 
earl of Tripolis, who had lately, with fraudulent intent, entered into a treaty of peace, the king proceeded one 
day’s march towards Tiberias, when the earl of Tripolis, who was the leader and guide in the march, halted 
the whole army on an elevated and craggy -pot. Being there threatened with an attack of the enemy on every 
side, the king, urged by necessity, and compelled by the advice of his barons, thought proper to engage, and, 
at their entreaty, gave the honor of striking the first blow to the Master and knights of the Temple.
Upon this, the brotherhood of the Temple, rushing upon the foe with the bravery of lions, put some to the 


